Effect of Religion & Culture on Family Laws in Eastern Countries

Spring 2010
Instructor: Nadia N. Shahram, Executive Director of Matrimonial Mediation Services of Buffalo, Inc, B.S, J.D from State University Of New York at Buffalo
E.mail: nshahram@buffalo.edu 

Office # (716) 565-1299

Required Text: 

“Women in Muslim Family Law”- Second edition- John L Esposito
“Women and Religion” By Marianne Ferguson
“Marriage On The Street Corners Of Tehran” By Nadia Shahram ( available in the class)

Course Description:

State law governs family and matrimonial laws in the United States, but religion and culture play a major role in the personal codes and thus influence the behavior of citizens. The Quran offers a religious textual body of laws for students to study in comparison to US state laws, and to examine it as a controlling influence over the lives of American Moslems. Shari’ containing the body of Islamic Laws, is central to the understanding of Moslems living in Western society.

This course will provide students with an opportunity to examine the legal status of women before and after marriage, as daughters, wives and mothers in Muslim and Hindu societies in Iran, India, as well as in other Eastern countries. The personal codes and family laws that deal with marriage, polygamy, divorce, inheritance, and the custody of children are issues that are at the core of Islamic traditional life and they influence Muslims in every society.

Students will evaluate the effect of religion on the gender gap, equality and enactments of family law.  Some interpret these differences as cultural and suggest they should not be compared to Western models of human rights. 

Four to six movies/documentary specifically chosen to show effects of religion and culture on families will be shown.

The instructor will present two different interpretations of culture on these issues: 

(i) Culture and Religion as a medium to maintain a patriarchal interpretation of Quranic verses which Family Laws are built upon.

(ii) Culture and Religion as an essential part of self-determination in the sovereignty of people and state.

Course Objectives:

Upon completion of the course, students should demonstrate the ability:
· To identify prominent effects of culture and religion on the enactment of family law in Islamic countries and to examine the entanglement of religion, culture and law.

Course Procedures:

Course procedures will include the following:

1. short lectures followed by class discussions

2. Oral presentation

3. Videos 

4. Guest speakers

5. Research Paper

Class Discussions

Meaningful Participations in class discussions, recognizing that students participate at 

Different comfort levels. There are no right or wrong answers but enquiries into unknown territories for majority of students. Participation in discussions is highly encouraged and every point of view may bring us closer to understand the sometimes-confusing image vs. reality about Islam. 





Research Paper
A Research paper, 15 pages in length, double–spaced, including bibliography, is required at the end of semester. Students will have a number of choices from topics provided by the Instructor. However, students are encouraged to present their own unique area of interest within the covered topics in the course. A 20-minute oral presentation on the selected research topic is required.

Assignments:

Several short reading and writing assignments from documentaries and textbook are assigned. All assignments are to be handed in the class. Readings out side of texts will be left outside my assistance office.

Grading

Final grades will be determined by student performance on: 

Meaningful Participations in class discussions: 
25%

Research Paper 
40%

Oral Presentation


                         10%

Assignments                                                                 15%

Attendance                                                                   10%

Course Procedures:

Course procedures will include the following:

6. Lectures/Videos

7. Class discussions

8. Oral presentation

9. Guest speakers

10. Research Paper

Class Discussions

Meaningful Participations in class discussions, recognizing that students participate at 

Different comfort levels. There are no right or wrong answers but enquiries into unknown territories for majority of students. Participation in discussions is highly encouraged and every point of view may bring us closer to understand the sometimes-confusing image vs. reality about Islam. 





Research Paper
A Research paper, 10-15 pages in length, double–spaced, including bibliography, is required at the end of semester. Students will have a number of choices from topics provided by the Instructor. However, students are encouraged to present their own unique area of interest within the covered topics in the course. A 20-minute oral presentation on the selected research topic is required.

Assignments:

Several short reading and writing assignments from documentaries and textbook are assigned. All assignments are to be handed in the class. Readings out side of texts will be left with in my assistance office.

Grading

Final grades will be determined by student performance on: 

Meaningful Participations in class discussions: 
30%

Research Paper 
40%

Oral Presentation


                         10%

Assignments                                                                 10%

Attendance                                                                   10%

